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Brief Biography  
Dr. Patrick J. Rydell retired as the Founder and Director of Rocky Mountain Autism Center (RMAC), Inc. in Lone Tree, Colorado, in 2018, and is currently is the Founder and Director of Autism On Call, LLC, the training and consultation affiliate of RMAC.   He is also a Visiting Assistant Professor in the Communicative Disorders Department and on the Graduate Faculty at the University of Louisiana-Lafayette.  Dr. Rydell is the co-author of the SCERTS Model (Prizant, Wetherby, Rubin, Laurent & Rydell, 2006) and author of the Learning Style Profile for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder (LSP) (Rydell, 2012).  He is a U.S. Fulbright Senior Specialist Grant recipient (2005; Sri Lanka).  Dr. Rydell has co-authored 5 book chapters and numerous peer-reviewed research articles on topics related to autism spectrum disorders.  He is a Northern Speech Services, Inc. instructor for continuing education and has developed a series of ASD ecourses, epubs, and training videos for parents and professionals.   Dr. Rydell previously hosted a weekly online radio show, Autism Today with Dr. Pat, on VoiceAmerica Radio that focused on autism spectrum disorder therapy and treatment ideas, tips and strategies for professionals and parents.   
With more than 40 years of practice (“on the floor”) in the field of Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), Dr. Rydell frequently conducts international and national training, workshops, consultations and program development to government agencies, medical facilities, universities, state associations, school districts, professionals and families. He has served as the lead ASD consultant for many school districts across the U.S.  Dr. Rydell provides international LSP certifications and trainings to professionals world-wide, including Argentina, Kazakhstan and China. Sino-US Star Bridge Program, Shanghai, China, and Chinese Children’s Hospital affiliates have adopted the Learning Style Profile approach for their ASD assessment and intervention programs. 
Dr. Rydell hosted a weekly online radio show, Autism Today with Dr. Pat, in 2012 on VoiceAmerica Radio. His radio show focused on autism spectrum disorder therapy and treatment ideas, tips and strategies for professionals and parents.  
Current Status  





Founder & Director - Rocky Mountain Autism Center (recently Retired):  A private center dedicated solely to working with persons with autism spectrum disorders, their families, and professionals.  RMAC provides comprehensive diagnostic services, program development, multidisciplinary interventions, and consultations to families, state agencies, schools, universities, and medical facilities.  Dr. Rydell developed RMAC as a model/demonstration site for the Learning Style Profile for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders (Rydell, 2012) and SCERTS® Model (Prizant, Wetherby, Rubin, Laurent & Rydell, 2006).   An innovative combination of these two approaches, along with influences from other evidence-based practices, are used to develop and implement all of RMAC’s assessment and intervention services.   www.rockymountainautismcenter.com
Founder & Director - Autism On Call, LLC.:  On-site and online ASD training and consulting program for ASD professionals and parents.  AOC facilitates the training component of Rocky Mountain Autism Center, Inc., in Lone Tree, Colorado.  RMAC is a nationally recognized, state-of-the-art assessment and intervention center for children, adults and their families affected by the complex issues surrounding autism spectrum disorder. AOC provides a unique approach to ASD training and consultation that differs from any other program, center or clinic based on an innovative combination of the LSP and SCERTS approaches.   www.autismoncall.com
Graduate Faculty: Visiting Assistant Professor - Communicative Disorders Department, University of Louisiana at Lafayette 


        Designed, developed and teach a 3-part ASD assessment and intervention seminar series (CODI 590) to mentor graduate students for ASD Leadership/Consultant positions.  Engage and consult with UL Clinical Faculty in preparing graduate students with applied ASD assessment and intervention training as part of their clinical rotations.     

International LSP Training and Certification:  Dr. Rydell developed and currently conducts the LSP Training and Certification Program for ASD professionals and parents in Argentina in association with CADIN Autism Center, Cordoba, Argentina, in the Republic of Kazakhstan in association with CAYAK (NGO), and China in association with Shanghai Children’s Hospital, Shanghai, China, and affiliated children’s hospitals across China.  
Co-Developer of Sino-US Star Bridge Autism Centers, Shanghai, China:  The Star Bridge Program is modeled after Dr. Rydell’s Rocky Mountain Autism Center in Lone Tree, Colorado.  The five Star Bridge Centers have adopted Dr. Rydell’s  Learning Style Profile for Autism Spectrum Disorder (Rydell, 2012) as foundation for all programs and trainings in the center and across mainland China.  
Autism On Call Educational Series:   Dr. Rydell developed and currently offers an ASD video training series for ASD professionals and parents based on the LSP approach.  This training series of 124 instructional videos is hosted on Vimeo.   This series, as well as other LSP training videos have been translated into Chinese Mandarin and distributed throughout China by Shanghai Jianjing Education, Science and Technology CO., LTD.  https://vimeo.com/ondemand/autismoncall  http://www.zhmxxq.com/
Northern Speech Services Approved Instructor:  Dr. Rydell partners with Northern Speech Services to provide introductory and advanced training videos and ecourses based on the Learning Style Profile for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders (Rydell, 2012); Getting Your Child Ready for School Educational and Training Series, and “Who’s Doing the Thinking?” Training Series.
Medbridge Approved Instructor: Dr. Patrick Rydell partners with MedBridge to provide ecourses for education and patient engagement tools for autism.
 r autism. Dr. Patrick Rydell 
Online Mentoring/Coaching: Dr. Rydell provides weekly outreach and intervention tips for ASD professionals and parents through AutismOnCall YouTube Channel and Facebook @autismoncall as well as professional Autism Leadership Training Mentoring and Coaching. 
Awards 
Honorary Member of Fundación de Neuropsicología del Desarrollo Argentina
Interdisciplinary and inter-institutional work of professionals committed to the study of neurodevelopment and the provision of quality trainings, rooted in scientific research and evidence-based practices in South American countries.

Fulbright Senior Specialist Grant Recipient (2006)
Developed systems and programs for autism spectrum disorders in Sri Lanka.  Coordinated and collaborated with governmental, medical, allied health, university, and educational professionals, along with parents to establish programs for public awareness, early identification, diagnosis, intervention, and training of staff to effectively serve children with ASD and their families
1995 Professional of the Year Award 
Colorado State Association for Community Living
Education



  Degree
Year
Institution




Field

  Ed.D.

1989
University of Nebraska - Lincoln

Autism Spectrum;

Speech Pathology; 










Special Education;









Administration

  M.S. (Double Major)



1981
Southern Illinois University - Carbondale
Speech Pathology;










Special Education

  B.A.

1979
University of Nebraska - Lincoln

Speech Pathology

Doctoral Traineeship:  1986 -1989 Educational Leadership Preparation Program in Autism and Severe Behavior/Communication Disorders: National Institute of Health Grant 

Dissertation:  Social-Communicative Control and its Effect on Echolalia in Children with Autism
Employment History
2020-Present 
Graduate Faculty – Visiting Assistant Professor

University of Louisiana at Lafayette Communicative Disorders Department

1992-Present
Founder and Director 




Rocky Mountain Autism Center (recently retired)



Autism On Call, LLC
1991-1992
Speech Pathologist




Co-coordinator of Outpatient Diagnostic Clinic




University of Colorado Health Sciences Center,




Day Treatment Program;




Private Practice - Autism Communication Services

1989-1991
Assistant Special Education Director 




Hiawatha Valley Education District, Winona, MN;




Private Practice in autism and communication disorders 




Regional Consultant in Autism - Minnesota 






Department of Education 

1986-1989
Clinical Supervisor of Speech Pathology, University




of Nebraska Speech-Hearing Clinic, Lincoln, NE

1985-1986
Speech Pathologist, Brown Medical Center, Emma Pendleton Bradley 




Hospital, East Providence, RI;




Private practice in autism and communication disorders 

1981-85
Speech Pathologist - Early Education Diagnostician,




Western Hills Area Education Agency - 12, Sioux City, IA 

University Teaching  
Courses in speech pathology, autism, special education, and early childhood education: 


University of Colorado – Boulder


University of Colorado – Denver

University of Louisiana - Lafayette

Winona State University, Winona, MN


St. Mary's College, Winona, MN


University of Nebraska - Lincoln, Lincoln, NE
LSP Intervention Programs and Sites
The Bridge Academy Autism Center
© 2021 by The Bridge Academy Autism Center

7543 Ravensridge Road, Shrewsbury, Mo.

The Bridge Academy is a private early childcare center serving children on the Autism Spectrum and their families based on the therapeutic LSP foundations and approach by Dr. Patrick J. Rydell (Learning Style Profile for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder (2013)
Sino-US Star Bridge Autism Centers, Shanghai, China

The Star Bridge Program is modeled after Dr. Rydell’s Rocky Mountain Autism Center in Lone Tree, Colorado.  The five Star Bridge Centers have adopted Dr. Rydell’s  Learning Style Profile for Autism Spectrum Disorder (Rydell, 2013) as foundation for all programs and trainings in the center and across mainland China.  
Publications
Autism Spectrum Disorder Intervention Models
Developer & Author
Rydell, P. (2013).  Learning Style Profile for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders.  Lone Tree, CO:  Rocky Mountain Autism Center.  

Co-Developer & Co-Author
Prizant, B., Wetherby, A., Rubin, E., Laurent, A., & Rydell, P. (2006).  The SCERTS MODEL; A comprehensive educational approach to children with autism spectrum disorders; Volumes I and II.  Brookes Publishing.

Prizant, B., Wetherby, A., Rubin, E., & Rydell, P. (2006).  The SCERTS MODEL: A Family-Centered, Transactional Approach to Enhancing Communication and Socioemotional Abilities of Young Children with ASD.
Book Authorship
Rydell, P. (2018).  Learning Style Profile for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder.  World Publishing Shanghai Co. Ltd., Shanghai, China.
Ecourses
Rydell, Patrick J. (2018). Learning Style Profile for Children with ASD: Introduction. Seattle, WA: MedBridge, Inc.
Rydell, Patrick J. (2018). ASD Learning Style Profile: People Oriented, Social Modeling and Cues. Seattle, WA: MedBridge, Inc. 

Rydell, Patrick J. (2018). ASD Learning Style Profile: Interaction Styles and Communication. Seattle, WA: MedBridge, Inc. 

Rydell, Patrick J. (2018). ASD Learning Style Profile: Flexible Interactions and Shared Agenda. Seattle, WA: MedBridge, Inc. 

Rydell, Patrick J. (2018). ASD Learning Style Profile: ASD Learning Style Profile: Executive Function, Distance Learning and Transitions.  Seattle, WA: MedBridge, Inc. 
Rydell, Patrick J.  (2019).  Learning Style Profile Introductory Course:  Building the Capacity for Socially Appropriate Conversation in Young Children With Autism Spectrum Disorder.  Gaylord, MI: Northern Speech Services, Inc.   
Rydell, Patrick J.  (2019).  Learning Style Profile Advanced Course:  How to Set Up the Therapy Environment.  Gaylord, MI: Northern Speech Services, Inc. 
Rydell, Patrick J.  (2020). How Can Children with Autism Learn Social Skills from Their Peers?:  Teaching vs. Mentoring. Gaylord, MI: Northern Speech Services, Inc. 
Rydell, Patrick J.  (2020). How Can Children with Autism Become Less Object-Oriented and More People Oriented?: Strategies to Develop a Social Priority.  Gaylord, MI: Northern Speech Services, Inc. 
Book Chapters  
Prizant, B.M., & Rydell, P.J.  (1993).  Assessment and intervention considerations for unconventional verbal behavior.  In J. Reichle & D. Wacker (Eds.), Communicative alternatives to 
challenging behaviors: Integrating functional assessment and intervention strategies.  Baltimore: University Park Press Publishing.
Prizant, B.M., Rydell, P.J., & Wetherby, A. (1994).  Facilitated communication: Some unasked and unanswered questions.  In. H. Shane (Ed.), Facilitated Communication: The clinical and social phenomenon. San Diego: Singular Publishing.

Prizant, B., Schuler, A., Wetherby, A., & Rydell, P. (1997).  Enhancing language and communication: Language approaches.  In D. Cohen & F. Volkmar (Eds.), Handbook of autism and pervasive developmental disorders. New York:Wiley Publishing.  
Prizant, B., Wetherby, A., and Rydell, P. (1994). Implications of facilitated communication for education and communication enhancement in autism. In H. Shane (Ed.) The clinical and social phenomenon of facilitated communication. San Diego: Singular Press.

Prizant, B., Wetherby, A., & Rydell, P. (2000).  Communication intervention issues for young children with autism spectrum disorders.  In A. Wetherby & B. Prizant (Eds.),Autism spectrum disorders: A transactional developmental perspective.  Baltimore: Brookes Publishing.

Rydell, P.J., & Prizant, B.M. (1995).   Assessment and intervention strategies for children

who use echolalia.  In K. Quill (Ed.), Teaching students with autism: Methods to enhance 

learning communication and socialization.  Albany, NY: Delmar Publishing.
Manual/Assessment

Rydell, P. (2001).  Transactional Social-Communication Assessment and Intervention  (An assessment manual for the development of social-communication intervention targets for children with ASD (Unpublished).

Special Issue

Prizant, B., Wetherby, A., Rubin, E., Rydell, P., Laurent, A. and Quinn, J. (2003). The SCERTS™ Model. Special issue of the Jenison Autism Journal.

Peer-Reviewed Articles  
Ma, C.-huan, Chen, L.-yan, Li, M.-fan, Wu, D., Wang, S.-sha, Zhao, Y.-jun, Shi, J.-li, 

Rydell, P. J., Chen, J.-jin, & Wang, Y. (2022). Treatment of preschool children with 

autism spectrum disorder: A trial to evaluate a learning style profile intervention program 

in China. Frontiers in Pediatrics, 10. https://doi.org/10.3389/fped.2022.831621

Prizant, B.M., & Rydell, P.J. (1984).  Analysis of functions of delayed echolalia.  Journal of Speech and Hearing Research, 27, 183-192.
Prizant, B.M. , Wetherby, A., Rubin, E., Rydell, P., and Laurent, A. (2003). THE SCERTS Model: A family-centered, transactional approach to enhancing communication and socioemotional abilities of young children with ASD. Infants and young children, 16, 296-316. 
Prizant, B. M., Wetherby, A., Rubin, E., Rydell, P., Laurent, A. and Quinn, J. (January, 2003). THE SCERTS Model. Jenison Autism Journal.

Rydell, P.J., & Mirenda, P.  (1994). Effects of high and low 

constraint utterances on the production of immediate and delayed echolalia.  Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders, 24, 719-735.
Rydell, P.J., & Mirenda, P.  (1991). The effects of two levels of linguistic constraint on echolalia and generative language production in children with autism.  Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders, 21, 131-157.  

Editorial Consultant 
American Journal of Speech-Language Pathology.

National Student Speech, Language and Hearing Association Journal.  

Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders

Workshops, Consultations, & Related Experiences
Over 350 international/national workshops and seminars on topics related to autism spectrum disorder and unconventional verbal behavior
Over 250 national, state, local program/school consultations in communication disorders, autism, and educational programming

Numerous state task forces on autism spectrum disorder program and systems development

Numerous publications in state organization periodicals on autism spectrum disorder and unconventional verbal behavior
Professional Licenses 
Certificate of Clinical Competence CCC-SLP; American Speech-Hearing Association (National and Colorado)
Professional Organizations  
American Speech-Hearing Association - National

Colorado State Speech-Hearing Association - Colorado

World Autism Organization - International

Autism Society of America - National

Autism Society of America - Colorado  
ASD Program Certifications
Hanen Certified
TEACCH Certified  

